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Contact: Don Christian, associate dean, UM Division of Biological Sciences, (406) 243-5122.
UM, ROCKY M OUNTAIN LABS
JO IN FORCES W ITH GRADUATE STUDENT PA R TN ER SH IP
MISSOULA Rocky Mountain Laboratories in H am ilton and The University of Montana-Missoula
have started a new doctoral program partnership designed to train the next generation of
outstanding biomedical researchers.
The Graduate Partnerships Program in Biomedical Sciences and Related Disciplines
will allow select UM students to earn graduate degrees from the University while conducting
research projects using RML facilities under the direction of RML scientists.
RML researchers also will help develop and teach UM courses, as well as assist with
recruiting exceptional students to the University. The program is expected to enhance the
already strong ties between the two institutions.
The arrangement with UM is just the 13th such partnership the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) has developed with universities. Others are in place at such distinguished
institutions as the universities of Oxford and Cambridge in England, Johns Hopkins University
in Maryland and the Karolinska Institute in Sweden.
RML is part of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. NIAID is a
component of the NIH, an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
“Rocky Mountain Laboratories is a world-class research institution, and many of our
-more-
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students already have worked there,” said Don Christian, associate dean of UM ’s Division of
Biological Sciences. “This agreement formalizes our many ties with (RML), and creates
opportunities for our students to work with leading investigators of infectious diseases.”
Christian said program organizers hope to have three graduate students enrolled in the
program by fall 2005. Students will spend their first year at UM with graduate courses and
subsequent years at RML conducting research.
He said students majoring in biology, chemistry, pharmacy or any discipline with a
biomedical component will be eligible to apply for enrollment in the program.
For nearly 100 years, RML scientists in Hamilton have studied infectious microbes that
cause disease in humans and animals. Some of the most important scientific discoveries of the
20th century took place at RML, including identifying the infectious agents responsible for
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, Q fever and Lyme disease.
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